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https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-
advice/advice-notes/ 

1.0.8 This Opinion should not be construed as implying that the Inspectorate agrees 
with the information or comments provided by the Applicant in their request for 
an opinion from the Inspectorate. In particular, comments from the Inspectorate 
in this Opinion are without prejudice to any later decisions taken (e.g. on formal 
submission of the application) that any development identified by the Applicant 
is necessarily to be treated as part of a Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP) or Associated Development or development that does not require 
development consent. 

 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKER  ORGANISATION 

Civil Aviation Authority Civil Aviation Authority 

Licence Holder (Chapter 1 Of Part 1 Of 
Transport Act 2000) 

NATS En-Route Safeguarding 

Universal Service Provider Royal Mail Group 

Homes and Communities Agency Homes England 

The relevant Environment Agency Environment Agency 

The relevant water and sewage 
undertaker 

 

Anglian Water 

Severn Trent 

The relevant public gas transporter 

 

Cadent Gas Limited 

Northern Gas Networks Limited 

Scotland Gas Networks Plc 

Southern Gas Networks Plc 

Wales and West Utilities Ltd 

Energy Assets Pipelines Limited 

ES Pipelines Ltd 

ESP Connections Ltd 

ESP Networks Ltd 

ESP Pipelines Ltd 

Fulcrum Pipelines Limited 

GTC Pipelines Limited 

Harlaxton Gas Networks Limited 

Independent Pipelines Limited 

Indigo Pipelines Limited 

Last Mile Gas Ltd 

Leep Gas Networks Limited 
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKER  ORGANISATION 

Mua Gas Limited 

Quadrant Pipelines Limited 

Squire Energy Limited 

National Grid Gas Plc 

The relevant electricity distributor with 
CPO Powers 

 

Eclipse Power Network Limited 

Energy Assets Networks Limited 

ESP Electricity Limited 

Fulcrum Electricity Assets Limited 

Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited 

Independent Power Networks Limited 

Indigo Power Limited 

Last Mile Electricity Ltd 

Leep Electricity Networks Limited 

Mua Electricity Limited 

Optimal Power Networks Limited 

The Electricity Network Company Limited 

UK Power Distribution Limited 

Utility Assets Limited 

Vattenfall Networks Limited 

National Grid Electricity Distribution 
Midlands Limited 

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc 

National Grid Electricity System Operator 
Limited 
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TABLE A3: SECTION 43 LOCAL AUTHORITIES (FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
SECTION 42(1)(B))3 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY4 

Borough Council of King's Lynn & West Norfolk 

Boston Borough Council 

Cambridgeshire County Council 

City of Lincoln Council 

East Lindsey District Council 

Fenland District Council 

Leicestershire County Council 

Lincolnshire County Council 

Newark and Sherwood District Council 

Norfolk County Council 

North East Lincolnshire Council 

North Kesteven District Council 

North Lincolnshire Council 

North Northamptonshire Council 

Nottinghamshire County Council 

Peterborough City Council 

Rutland County Council 

South Holland District Council 

South Kesteven District Council 

West Lindsey District Council 

 

 

 
3 Sections 43 and 42(B) of the PA2008 
4 As defined in Section 43(3) of the PA2008 
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TABLE A4: NON-PRESCRIBED CONSULTATION BODIES 

 

ORGANISATION 

Burton Pedwardine and Burton Gorse Village Meeting 
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APPENDIX 2: RESPONDENTS TO CONSULTATION 
AND COPIES OF REPLIES 

 
 

CONSULTATION BODIES WHO REPLIED BY THE STATUTORY DEADLINE: 

Anglian Water 

Boston Borough Council 

Burton Pedwardine and Burton Gorse Village Meeting 

Canal and River Trust 

East Lindsey District Council 

Environment Agency 

Forestry Commission 

Historic England  

Lincolnshire County Council 

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc 

National Grid Gas Plc 

NATS En-Route Safeguarding 

Natural England  

Newark and Sherwood District Council 

North East Lincolnshire Council 

North Kesteven District Council 

Northern Gas Networks Limited 

Peterborough City Council 

UK Health Security Agency 

West Lindsey District Council 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Todd Brumwell  
EIA  
The Planning Inspectorate 
 
beaconfen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
 
18 May 2023 
 
Dear Todd    
 
Beacon Fen Energy Park (BFEP) 
EIA Scoping Report consultation  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scoping report for the above project, which 
is primarily within North Kesteven District, although parts of the cable route search area are 
located within Boston Borough District in Lincolnshire. The project is one of multiple solar 
projects in and around Lincolnshire that qualify as a nationally significant infrastructure project 
(NSIP) on which Anglian Water has been consulted by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS).  
 
As a key, initial point, Anglian Water would want to draw to your attention the fact that the BFEP 
project is proposed on land which is part of the proposed site for the Lincolnshire Reservoir on 
which Anglian Water undertook public consultation between October and December last year. 
The indicative southern array of the BFEP project sits within land identified as the proposed site 
for the Lincolnshire Reservoir, including both the main reservoir area and embankments and 
surrounding infrastructure. A map of the proposed site for the Lincolnshire Reservoir and the 
BFEP has been provided as an Annex to this letter (Annex 1). Further commentary on the 
Lincolnshire Reservoir is provided below.  
 
This letter firstly addresses the aspects of the BFEP Scoping Report which interrelate with the 
Lincolnshire Reservoir project including Chapter 9 Water Resources and Chapter 13 Socio 
Economics, then goes on to address wider issues in relation to the Scoping Report before 
considering standard EIA matters which Anglian Water would comment on as the appointed 
water and sewerage undertaker for the site shown on Figure 1.1. The identified BFEP site is north 
of the A52 between Swanton and south of the A153 and Anwick in the north Kirkby la Thorpe 
on the west and Bicker to the east.  
 
The following response is submitted on behalf of Anglian Water in its statutory capacity and  
relates to water resources, potable water and water assets along with wastewater and water 
recycling assets.  
 
 
 

Anglian Water Services  
Thorpe Wood House  
Thorpe Wood  
Peterborough 
PE3 6WT 
 
www.anglianwater.co.uk 
Our ref ScpR.BFEP.NSIP.23.ds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered Office 
Anglian Water Services Ltd 
Lancaster House, Lancaster Way,  
Ermine Business Park, 
Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire. PE29 6XU 
Registered in England 
No. 2366656.  
 

mailto:beaconfen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk






http://www.digdat.co.uk/


mailto:connections@anglianwater.co.uk


mailto:planningliasion@anglianwater.co.uk


mailto:info@beaconfenenergypark.co.uk




 
 
 

www.mybostonuk.com                     Like us on Facebook:                 Follow us on Twitter: 
www.visitbostonuk.com                  Boston Borough Council    @bostonboro 

 

Application No: B/23/0150 
Case Officer: Abbie Marwood 

Email: planning@boston.gov.uk 
Tel: 01205 314305 

 
11 May 2023 

Todd Brumwell, 
The Planning Inspectorate, Environmental Services 
Operations Group 3 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
 
Dear Todd Brumwell, 
 
Consultation EN010151 from the Planning Inspectorate to BBC for an Order granting 
Development Consent for the Beacon Fen Energy Park (the Proposed Development) at Beacon 
Fen Energy Park 
 
Thank you for your recent consultation in relation to the above, which was received on 20-Apr-2023.  
 
I write to confirm that the Council has the following observations in relation to the proposal: - 
 
The proposed route of the cable would cross or be within proximity to South Forty Foot Drain Local 
Wildlife Site, listed buildings and Conservation Area within Bicker, along with a number of 
undesignated watercourses, drains and verges. Any potential for glint and glare on local receptors 
such as Boston Aerodrome should be taken into account. 
 
In addition, cumulative effects of the cabling works of several other local schemes proposed at Temple 
Oaks, Folkingham, Heckington Fen and Bicker Solar Farm should be taken into account due to the 
potential for cumulative impacts on environmental, heritage and landscape receptors and the amenity 
of local residents. 
 
Should you require any clarification on these points or wish to discuss the matter generally please 
contact the case officer Abbie Marwood. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mike Gildersleeves 
Assistant Director Planning and Strategic Infrastructure  
Boston Borough Council, East Lindsey District Council and South Holland District Council 
 
 
We can provide this information in other languages and formats for example, in large print, in 

Braille or on CD.  Please phone 01205 314200. 
 
 
 

mailto:planning@boston.gov.uk


mailto:beaconfen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk




 

 

mailto:BeaconFen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk


https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/specialist-teams/planning-and-design




http://www.gov.uk/environment-agency
mailto:beaconfen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment#biodiversity
https://www.ciria.org/News/CIRIA_news2/Guidance_for_Biodiversity_Net_Gain.aspx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/692989/Envirnment-Agency-approach-to-groundwater-protection.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/692989/Envirnment-Agency-approach-to-groundwater-protection.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/groundwater-protection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution


mailto:LNenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/annex-3-flood-risk-vulnerability-classification
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change#para79


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fpollution-prevention-for-businesses&data=05%7C01%7Clizzie.griffiths%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C00557aceedcc4177d34f08db508d2ed6%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638192339520916574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7VyVukVcuVyyZ%2BNp2oEEtpW8TrXlUeFKPvPQeoMTQaA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fpollution-prevention-for-businesses&data=05%7C01%7Clizzie.griffiths%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C00557aceedcc4177d34f08db508d2ed6%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638192339520916574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7VyVukVcuVyyZ%2BNp2oEEtpW8TrXlUeFKPvPQeoMTQaA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fuksi%2F2017%2F407%2Fmade&data=05%7C01%7Clizzie.griffiths%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C00557aceedcc4177d34f08db508d2ed6%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638192339520916574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gaR3efAK7RQVPtKK8a290R1Kz%2FvTkyzAIygrBhXzlxc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironment.data.gov.uk%2Fwater-quality%2Fview%2Flanding&data=05%7C01%7Clizzie.griffiths%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C00557aceedcc4177d34f08db508d2ed6%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638192339520916574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P4jozHY%2FHsTyVziy2x%2Bs77LYW5zqR6hlvsYKXnn3jv0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironment.data.gov.uk%2Fcatchment-planning%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clizzie.griffiths%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C00557aceedcc4177d34f08db508d2ed6%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638192339520916574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tlt4aeOShe119CiCfoOsn%2FdktCBdnRtpeijaxInrIcU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironment.data.gov.uk%2Fcatchment-planning%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clizzie.griffiths%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C00557aceedcc4177d34f08db508d2ed6%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638192339520916574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tlt4aeOShe119CiCfoOsn%2FdktCBdnRtpeijaxInrIcU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/506917/waste-duty-care-code-practice-2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/506917/waste-duty-care-code-practice-2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/register-as-a-waste-carrier-broker-or-dealer-wales


https://www.gov.uk/how-to-classify-different-types-of-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-dewatering-from-excavations-to-surface-water
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-dewatering-from-excavations-to-surface-water


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/discharges-to-surface-water-and-groundwater-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/discharges-to-surface-water-and-groundwater-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/discharges-to-surface-water-and-groundwater-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/discharges-to-surface-water-and-groundwater-environmental-permits
•%09https:/www.gov.uk/guidance/get-advice-before-you-apply-for-an-environmental-permit
•%09https:/www.gov.uk/guidance/get-advice-before-you-apply-for-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators-environmental-permits/waste-recovery-plans-and-deposit-for-recovery-permits#how-to-apply-for-an-environmental-permit-to-permanently-deposit-waste-on-land-as-a-recovery-activity
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-guidance-the-waste-framework-directive
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-guidance-the-waste-framework-directive
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/legal-definition-of-waste-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-exemptions-using-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/isitwaste-tool-for-advice-on-the-by-products-and-end-of-waste-tests
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/isitwaste-tool-for-advice-on-the-by-products-and-end-of-waste-tests
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Environment Agency Land 
 
There are some areas of land, specifically around main rivers, which are land owned by 
the Environment Agency. Due to the large scoping area, it is unclear at this stage 
whether this land will be affected by the proposals, but we would welcome ongoing 
discussions with the applicant about this. 
 
We trust this advice is useful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Miss Lizzie Griffiths 
Sustainable Places - Planning Specialist 
 
Direct dial:  
E-mail: NITeam@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 



From: Squire, Sandra
To: Beacon Fen
Subject: EN010151 - Beacon Fen Energy Park Scoping Opinion
Date: 11 May 2023 12:11:20
Attachments: image001.jpg

Thank you for consulting the Forestry Commission on this proposal.
 
As the Governments forestry experts, we endeavour to provide as much relevant information to
enable the project to reduce any impact on irreplaceable habitat such as Ancient Semi Natural
woodland, as well as other woodland.
 
We are satisfied there is no Ancient Woodland within the development area. However, there are
numerous small fragmented woodlands within the development area.
 
We note the scoping report suggests woodland will be retained and woodland creation will be
undertaken to compensate for any losses and to enhance existing woodland where possible. With
planned introduction of woodland shelter belts.
 
We would recommend that planting should be targeted to enhance existing woodland and ecological
networks by buffering the existing woodland to create larger blocks of ideally at least 5ha. Species and
provenance of new trees and woodland need to be considered to establish a more resilient treescape
which can cope with the full implications of a changing climate. When planting new trees and
woodland, ensure that biosecurity is robust to avoid the introduction of pests and diseases.  
 
Details should be provided of how the existing trees and woodlands will be protected during the
construction phase, protection measures can include taking care not to cut tree roots or causing soil
compaction around trees (e.g., through vehicle movements or stacking heavy equipment) or
contamination from poisons.
 
Access to the woodlands should also be considered for future management, as woodland management
will improve and maintain biodiversity. We would expect to see hedgerows and individual trees within
a development site considered in terms of their overall connectivity between woodlands affected by
the development.
 
If any information is required on woodland planting and management, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
 
Best wishes
 
Sandra
 
 

Sandra Squire
 
Local Partnership Advisor
East & East Midlands
 
Tel: 

 

mailto:sandra.squire@forestrycommission.gov.uk


From: Allen, Tim
To: Beacon Fen
Cc: Nicholas, Matthew
Subject: EN010151 - Beacon Fen Energy Park - EIA Scoping Notification and Consultation our ref PL00792862
Date: 18 May 2023 20:39:00
Attachments: image33a156.JPG

Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the EIA
Regulations) – Regulations 10 and 11
Application by Beacon Fen Energy Park Limited (the Applicant) for
an Order granting Development Consent for the Beacon Fen Energy
Park (the Proposed Development)
Scoping consultation and notification of the Applicant’s contact details and duty to make
available information to the Applicant if requested
 
Historic England Advice
 
Thank you for consulting Historic England on the EIA scoping for this solar scheme with
associated infrastructure and cable connections.
 
We welcome that the historic environment is scoped in both for construction and as built
impacts.
 
Impacts may occur in association with the ground works striking buried archaeological remains
and through setting impacts, the introduction of new hydrological pathways or barriers as a
result of cable installation may also have longer term impacts upon buried remains than those
associated with the installation itself.
 
The appropriate and proportionate management of archaeological and project risk requires a
stage process of investigation with appropriate techniques for the archaeological remains likely
to occur.  Desk-based assessment and deposit modelling is key to targeting of appropriate
investigation techniques.  Whilst there is considerable scope to avoid harm to buried remains
through the layout and detailing of solar schemes this elasticity can only be effectively deployed
if the archaeological resource is well characterised, for example by understanding where burial
sites or building remains sensitive to piling occur or where cable routes may encounter buried
wet remains in former water courses or mires.  Certain classes of site such as military skirmishes
require bespoke techniques such as structured metal detector survey and therefore early
targeting from sources such as the Portable Antiquities Scheme data.
 
A staged programme of archaeological survey and investigation is necessary to effectively
manage risk and inform design and the decision makimg process, we refer you to the detailed
advice of the local authority archaeological curators in these matters supported by the expertise
of out science advisor and to our documents :-
 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/planning-archaeology-advice-note-17/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/deposit-modelling-and-archaeology/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/preserving-archaeological-remains/
 
We refer you to structured approach to the assessment of setting impacts set out in our
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/

mailto:BeaconFen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistoricengland.org.uk%2Fimages-books%2Fpublications%2Fplanning-archaeology-advice-note-17%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbeaconfen%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C31fedcb4704f4b84b59f08db57d78551%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C638200355392916244%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nfhoasZsb8vQPdpGQmbC6YnB94CRlvjPln6XW6Muw60%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistoricengland.org.uk%2Fimages-books%2Fpublications%2Fdeposit-modelling-and-archaeology%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbeaconfen%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C31fedcb4704f4b84b59f08db57d78551%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C638200355392916244%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ggqc9RJ1GIp8TRHrCSWPkW7zB2dxm3TtwiXcgOUHlnk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistoricengland.org.uk%2Fimages-books%2Fpublications%2Fpreserving-archaeological-remains%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbeaconfen%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C31fedcb4704f4b84b59f08db57d78551%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C638200355392916244%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WuGgGwQUEiT5siFCu66%2BGvmhXPEY0py31pyw7rNC540%3D&reserved=0
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Please see also our published general advice on commercial renewables
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/commercial-renewable-energy-
development-historic-environment-advice-note-15/
 
 
Please add HEE to the advisors noted in 6.2.1 of scoping report.
 
At 6.3 and 6.4 of the scoping report  further consideration should be given to the banding of
assets appropriate to their importance in particular the description of Gii listed buildings, Gii
registered landscapes and conservation areas as of medium importance and locally listed
buildings as of low importance.  The bar for substantial harm set in 6.4 is too restrictive.  Overall
the identification of significant impacts should address that in  NPS and NPPF that all harm to
designated heritage asserts requires clear and convincing justification and as such for the ES to
be useful in the decision making process all harms to designated or equivalent importance assets
should be addressed or at the least referenced.
 
 
Yours sincerely
Tim Allen
 
Tim Allen MA FSA
Development Advice Team Leader (North)
 
Midlands Region
Historic England
The Foundry, 82 Granville Street, Birmingham B1 2LH
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Good afternoon,

Thank you for your email.

Regarding planning application EN010151, there are no National Gas Transmission assets
affected in this area.

If you would like to view if there are any other affected assets in this area, please raise an
enquiry with www.lsbud.co.uk. Additionally, if the location or works type changes, please raise
an enquiry.

Kind regards

Asset Protection Team
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Our Ref: SG35206

Dear Sir/Madam

The proposed development has been examined from a technical safeguarding aspect and does not conflict with
our safeguarding criteria. Accordingly, NATS (En Route) Public Limited Company ("NERL") has no
safeguarding objection to the proposal.

However, please be aware that this response applies specifically to the above consultation and only reflects the
position of NATS (that is responsible for the management of en route air traffic) based on the information
supplied at the time of this application. This letter does not provide any indication of the position of any other
party, whether they be an airport, airspace user or otherwise. It remains your responsibility to ensure that all the
appropriate consultees are properly consulted.

If any changes are proposed to the information supplied to NATS in regard to this application which become the
basis of a revised, amended or further application for approval, then as a statutory consultee NERL requires that
it be further consulted on any such changes prior to any planning permission or any consent being granted.

Yours faithfully

NATS Safeguarding

E: natssafeguarding@nats.co.uk

4000 Parkway, Whiteley,
Fareham, Hants PO15 7FL
www.nats.co.uk
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the particular landscape and related characteristics which underpin the natural beauty of the area 
and its designation status.    
 
The assessment should also include the cumulative effect of the development with other relevant 
existing or proposed developments in the area. This should include an assessment of the impacts of 
other proposals currently at scoping stage.  
 
To ensure high quality development that responds to and enhances local landscape character and 
distinctiveness, the siting and design of the proposed development should reflect local 
characteristics and, wherever possible, use local materials. Account should be taken of local design 
policies, design codes and guides as well as guidance in the National Design Guide and National 
Model Design Code. The ES should set out the measures to be taken to ensure the development 
will deliver high standards of design and green infrastructure. It should also set out detail of layout 
alternatives, where appropriate, with a justification of the selected option in terms of landscape 
impact and benefit.  
 
Heritage Landscapes  
 
The ES should include an assessment of the impacts on any land in the area affected by the 
development which qualifies for conditional exemption from capital taxes on the grounds of 
outstanding scenic, scientific, or historic interest. An up-to-date list is available at 
www.hmrc.gov.uk/heritage/lbsearch.htm. 
 
Connecting People with Nature  
 
The ES should consider potential impacts on access land, common land, public rights of way and, 
where appropriate, the England Coast Path and coastal access routes and coastal margin in the 
vicinity of the development, in line with NPPF paragraph 100. It should assess the scope to mitigate 
for any adverse impacts. Rights of Way Improvement Plans (ROWIP) can be used to identify public 
rights of way within or adjacent to the proposed site that should be maintained or enhanced.  
Measures to help people to better access the countryside for quiet enjoyment and opportunities to 
connect with nature should be considered. Such measures could include reinstating existing 
footpaths or the creation of new footpaths, cycleways, and bridleways. Links to other green 
networks and, where appropriate, urban fringe areas should also be explored to help promote the 
creation of wider green infrastructure. Access to nature within the development site should also be 
considered, including the role that natural links have in connecting habitats and providing potential 
pathways for movements of species. 
 
Relevant aspects of local authority green infrastructure strategies should be incorporated where 
appropriate.  
 
Soils and Agricultural Land Quality   
 
Soils are a valuable, finite natural resource and should also be considered for the ecosystem 
services they provide, including for food production, water storage and flood mitigation, as a carbon 
store, reservoir of biodiversity and buffer against pollution. It is therefore important that the soil 
resources are protected and sustainably managed. Impacts from the development on soils and best 
and most versatile (BMV) agricultural land should be considered in line with paragraphs 174 and 
175 of the NPPF. Further guidance is set out in the Natural England Guide to assessing 
development proposals on agricultural land. 
 
As set out in paragraph 211 of the NPPF, new sites or extensions to sites for peat extraction should 
not be granted planning permission.  

 
The following issues should be considered and, where appropriate, included as part of the 
Environmental Statement (ES): 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air-emissions-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air-emissions-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit
http://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/laqm
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From: Cheryl Jarvis (EQUANS)
To: Beacon Fen
Cc: Martin Dixon (EQUANS)
Subject: EN010151-000008
Date: 04 May 2023 10:11:46
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Good morning,
 
I can confirm North East Lincolnshire has no comments to make.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Cheryl Jarvis FD, MSc, MRTPI
Development Manager
Development Management - Planning
Places & Communities – NEL

Tel. +44 (
Mob. +44 
 

equans.co.uk

New Oxford House, George Street  
Grimsby, North East Lincolnshire, DN31 1HB

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reduce your environmental footprint, please do not print this email unless you
really need to.
 
North East Lincolnshire Council - This e-mail and any files transmitted with it
contains information from North East Lincolnshire Council which may be privileged
or confidential. The information is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or
entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient be aware that any
processing of this email and its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this e-mail in error, please send it back to us immediately and
permanently delete it. Do not use, copy or disclose the information contained in
this message or in any attachment. The North East Lincolnshire Council email
system, including emails and their content, may be monitored for security reasons
and to ensure compliance with council policy. Emails and attachments may be
recorded for the effective operation of the organisation and for other lawful
business purposes. We cannot guarantee that this email or its attachments are
virus free or has not been intercepted and amended. We therefore recommend
you carry out your own anti-virus checks before opening any email or attachments.
North East Lincolnshire Council will not accept any liability for any errors or
omissions in the contents of this email or its attachments, or any damage or loss
caused by computer viruses coming from this email or its attachments.

mailto:BeaconFen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.engie.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbeaconfen%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C341d17aed7594448a59508db4c7f942e%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C638187883056084818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cMGWH%2FXDrP3C%2BhIce6tAOQQpkQto2KiAnqImJVOMj8I%3D&reserved=0


From: Before You Dig
To: Beacon Fen
Cc: Before You Dig
Subject: RE: EXT:EN010151 - Beacon Fen Energy Park - EIA Scoping Notification and Consultation
Date: 20 April 2023 14:31:36
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Good afernoon,
 
NGN may have a number of gas assets in the vicinity of some of the identified “site
development” locations. It is a possibility that some of these sites could be recorded as Major
Accident Hazard Pipelines(MAHP), whilst other sites could contain High Pressure gas and as such
there are Industry recognised restrictions associated to these installations which would
effectively preclude close and certain types of development. The regulations now include
“Population Density Restrictions” or limits within certain distances of some of our “HP” assets.
 
The gas assets mentioned above form part of the Northern Gas Networks “bulk supply” High
Pressure Gas Transmission” system and are registered with the HSE as Major Accident Hazard
Pipelines.
Any damage or disruption to these assets is likely to give rise to grave safety, environmental and
security of supply issues.
 
NGN would expect you or anyone involved with the site (or any future developer) to take these
restrictions into account and apply them as necessary in consultation with ourselves. We would
be happy to discuss specific sites further or provide more details at your locations as necessary.
 
If you give specific site locations, we would be happy to provide gas maps of the area which
include the locations of our assets.
(In terms of High Pressure gas pipelines, the routes of our MAHP’s have already been lodged
with members of the local Council’s Planning Department)
 
Kind regards,
 
Jennie Adams
 
Administration Assistant
Before You Dig
Northern Gas Networks
1st Floor, 1 Emperor Way
Doxford Park
Sunderland
SR3 3XR
 

mailto:BeforeYouDig@northerngas.co.uk
mailto:BeaconFen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
mailto:BeforeYouDig@northerngas.co.uk
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https://www.n-kesteven.gov.uk/planning-building/planning/conservation-heritage/local-list-non-designated-heritage-assets
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7 Access and Traffic 
 
Table 7.1 does not reference count data for the A52. It is assumed that the A52 will be used 
for component and construction related trips associated with Beacon Fen South. Similarly 
paragraph 7.7.9 confirms that Automatic Traffic Count (ATC) surveys will be undertaken on 
links comprising the construction traffic routes within the study area and unless otherwise 
agreed with the Highway Authority this should also include the A52.  
 
We agree with paragraph 7.6.2 that operational traffic impacts can be scoped out however 
the ES should still provide estimates of the trip numbers associated with component 
replacement and renewal during the operational lifetime.  
 
Solar panels and components will potentially arrive via east coast ports and therefore the ES 
should also factor in construction vehicle impacts along the A17 corridor unless otherwise 
scoped out in consultation with the Highway Authority.  
 
Paragraph 7.7.21 references cumulative considerations which should include cumulative 
construction (and where relevant operational) effects associated as a minimum with Triton 
Knoll, Viking Link, Heckington Fen solar (including works to Bicker Fen Substation), 
Springwell solar, Temple Oaks solar and the Lincolnshire Reservoir depending on the 
timeframes of those projects.  
 
TCPA (1990) projects requiring cumulative assessment of transport effects include the 
Sleaford West and potentially the Sleaford South SUEs (A17/A15 corridor).  
 
There is a network of public rights of way (PRoW) around the sites although Beacon Fen 
North is limited only to Bridleway Ewer/1103/1 to the south of Ewerby Thorpe and which 
appears to be located outside the proposed DCO boundary. The cable corridor however 
contains a large number of PROWs and there are a number of PROWs within or adjacent to 
Beacon Fen South. Opportunities to create new and expanded routes that would improve 
access and links between settlements should be considered with potential additional public 
footpaths and bridleways created as part of the development.  
 
Any such routes should not utilise routes used for construction or maintenance activities and 
be a minimum width of 4m for public footpaths and 5m for public bridleways. Any fencing 
alongside a public path should be open mesh construction and not close board timber 
fencing or metal palisade to avoid the creation of a narrow claustrophobic environment.  
 
Any new routes to be created should look to be formally adopted as part of the Definitive 
Rights of Way network rather than permissive routes which could potentially be removed at 
any point during the life of the project. If permissive routes are proposed then details should 
be provided of the mechanisms to be adopted to ensure these remain in place for the 
duration and life of the development.  
 
8 Noise and Vibration 
 
Paragraph 8.2.2 states that for the purpose of Scoping, the study area comprises the area of 
the Site and an area extending up to 300m from the Site boundary, which is normally 
sufficient to encompass nearby existing sensitive receptors. This is referenced again at 
paragraph 8.7.6.  





https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change#para24
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Socio Economics 
 
The Scoping Report identifies potentially negative effects associated with the inevitable 
removal of land from agricultural production and that there may be 
businesses/tenants/occupiers currently undertaking agricultural operations across the site 
boundary who may cease to do so for the duration of the operational phase of the 
development.  
 
Paragraph 13.6.1 states that potential socio-economic impacts are based on the interactions 
between the expected project activities and the people and communities. Five examples are 
then given as to where impacts might be anticipated. This should be expanded to consider 
whether any tourism accommodation providers in the area that will be adversely affected by 
the solar farm. The chapter also implies that no livelihoods will be lost as a consequence of 
the development and that agricultural workers may be offered re-training and re-skilling to 
work on the solar farm, however there is no indication as to what number of farms will be 
affected by these proposals or what the potential loss of agricultural employment will be.  
 
The Scoping Report covers construction jobs (table 13.1), and how they might impact the 
local communities in terms of demands on service provision. However there is limited 
reference to the type of local opportunities the construction process will offer, both in terms 
of direct job opportunities during the construction phase, and longer term in terms of 
permanent full time operatives to monitor and maintain the solar farm.  
 
The ES should therefore identify how local businesses may benefit from maintenance 
contracts related to the project, along with opportunities for specialist contractors to be 
hosted by local accommodation providers during the construction phase. In addition the 
Scoping Report refers to the potential to retrain agricultural workers to work on the solar 
farm, but it does not reference the potential for employment opportunities via 
apprenticeships. Economic benefits to the town of Sleaford should also be quantified if 
possible, associated with the possible hosting of construction workforce during the 
construction phase. 
 
In addition, there is only limited reference in the proposed scope to any socio-economic 
benefit enduring from continued agricultural use of part or all of the site. For example this 
could include enabling some continuance of agricultural activity through sheep grazing or 
alternative forms of cropping among panelled areas (subject to the above comments in 
relation to agricultural land and soils).  
 
The applicant should therefore quantify whether and how there are socio-economic benefits 
stemming from a change from predominantly arable agricultural use of the site pre-
development to a solar and possibly pastoral use post-development.  
 
We suggest that the applicant should also identify a mechanism by which any changes in 
agricultural activity (and ergo any associated socio-economic effect) can be secured through 
the DCO process.  
 
With reference to direct, indirect, temporary and permanent employment jobs created 
through construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning, this information should 
be presented along with identification of;  
 



https://www.lm3online.com/
















https://www.beaconfenenergypark.co.uk/#the-project
https://www.beaconfenenergypark.co.uk/wp-content/themes/beaconfen/assets/img/pdfs/PierLincsSolarFarmMapDiagram.pdf
https://www.beaconfenenergypark.co.uk/wp-content/themes/beaconfen/assets/img/pdfs/PierLincsSolarFarmMapDiagram.pdf














Cultural Heritage - comment on Beacon Fen Energy Park Scoping Report 
Scoping Report to accompany a request for a Scoping Opinion relating to the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) of Beacon Fen Energy Park. 
 
The proposed development is for a ground-mounted solar photovoltaic electricity generation and 
battery energy storage system, together with associated grid connection infrastructure at land 
surrounding Heckington (‘the Site’). The site comprises two areas of land, situated to the north and 
to the southwest of Heckington, connected by a cable route to Bicker Fen substation. 
 
Study areas: 
The Cultural Heritage section of the Scoping Report states that the study areas have been defined as 
2km from the site boundary for non- designated heritage assets and 5km for designated historic 
assets, in line with Lincolnshire County Council’s (LCC) guidance for National Significant 
Infrastructure Projects (NSIP), to include built heritage and archaeological assets.  
 
Consultees: 
The Report notes discussions to be held with stakeholders including  LCC, Historic England and the 
local planning authority’s (LPA’s) conservation officer. Consultation on cultural heritage, relating to 
matters on archaeology, should also include the archaeological advisors to the relevant LPAs. 
 
Data sources and baseline conditions: 
The baseline described in the Report is a summary listing of designated and non-designated heritage 
assets by site area (Beacon Fen North, Beacon Fen South and the Cable Route Area) and as such 
represents a limited evidence base.  It is stated that a comprehensive assessment of the baseline 
information will be presented in the Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (DBA) and Aerial 
Assessment. The Report does not make clear the data sources to be used and the scope (content) of 
the individual assessment reports. 
 
The DBA should include desk based information for the full extent of all proposed impact areas 
including the cable or connector routes. The full suite of desk-based information needs to be 
assessed to inform the baseline and should include LiDAR and aerial photo coverage and 
assessment.  The LCC guidance document (mentioned above) also sets out the data sources that 
should be included to inform the baseline conditions.  
 
The Settings Assessment/Heritage Impact Assessment needs to demonstrate an understanding of 
the significance and context of each of the assets in order to assess the impact of the development 
upon them and propose any mitigation. 
 
Geophysical survey: 
The  Report (6.7.5) notes that a Geophysical survey is proposed to be undertaken from April 2023 to 
determine the presence of archaeological remains. It further states that the results of the survey will 
inform the necessity, extent and location of further archaeological evaluation fieldwork. 
 
Geophysical surveys are required across all areas of potential impact. The results of the geophysical 
survey will inform the programme of trial trenching required.  
 
Trial trenching: 
There is currently insufficient information on the presence, character, date and significance of any 
archaeological deposits. The results of the full desk-based assessment including the aerial 
photographic and Lidar assessments together with the results of the geophysical survey will inform 
the programme of trial trench evaluation.  



 
In order to determine the presence, absence, significance, the depth and extent of any 
archaeological remains which could be impacted by the development, trial trenching should target 
areas where archaeological remains have been identified in the foregoing, non-intrusive surveys as 
well as areas where the surveys have not detected archaeological remains. The programmes of 
archaeological evaluation should be set out in a written scheme(s) of investigation (WSIs)s to be 
agreed with the archaeological consultees prior to commencement of the field investigation. 
 
The EIA will require desk-based research, non-intrusive surveys, and intrusive field evaluation for the 
full extent of proposed impact. The results of the trial trenching, together with the foregoing 
assessments and surveys, will inform the archaeological mitigation strategy to be presented in the 
Environmental Statement (ES). 
 
Likely significant effects: 
The proposals for construction of a solar farm will necessarily have an impact on any buried 
archaeological remains. Piling, building foundations, cable trenching, access roads, building 
compounds and construction traffic are all known impacts and the cumulative effect will be 
significant. 
 
The section on likely significant effects (6.6) notes the potential for direct impacts on archaeological 
remains within the proposed development site and potential effects on the setting of heritage assets 
within the study area. However, the statements and assumptions, by phase (construction, operation 
and decommissioning), informing the details of matters to be scoped out are based on limited 
information (a high level search of designated and non-designated assets recorded). 
 
Any proposal to ‘descope’ designated or non-designated assets must be informed by an evidence 
base demonstrating the lack of direct or indirect impact upon the heritage asset and its significance. 
Therefore, it is not considered appropriate to propose that certain heritage assets or impacts be 
scoped out at this stage. 
 
The Report further states (6.6.10 and 15.2.2) there will be no impacts to the archaeological resource 
as a result of the decommissioning of the Proposed Development. The nature of the archaeological 
resource has yet to be determined and assessed and, for example where identified assets may have 
been avoided / protected in situ during construction / operation they may be under threat from 
disturbance or destruction during decommissioning. Therefore, cultural heritage should be a 
consideration as part of any outline decommissioning plans. 
   
Methodology: 
The proposed methodology notes documents to be provided to support the ES  (6.7.1) and the steps 
for production of the cultural heritage ES chapter (6.7.12) however, it provides only limited detail. 
The methodology should be established in discussion with the archaeological consultees. 
 
Archaeological evaluation fieldwork reports are listed but it is not specified that this will include the 
results of a programme of trial trenching. Elsewhere trial trenching is mentioned as a potential 
mitigation measure (6.8.1).  
 
Trial trenching is required to establish the baseline conditions and to understand the nature and 
extent of the impacts on the archaeological remains. Without the relevant surveys and site 
evaluation it will not be possible to assess the likely significant effects of the proposed development 
and design an appropriate mitigation strategy. 
 



The results of the trial trenching, together with the foregoing assessments and surveys, should be 
used to minimise the impact on the historic environment through informing the project design and 
an appropriate programme of archaeological mitigation to be presented in the Environmental 
Statement (ES).  

References: 
Reference should be made to planning and specialist cultural heritage and archaeological guidance 
and standards and should include the Lincolnshire County Council Archaeology Handbook (2019) 
which sets out requirements for work in the county, including archiving and deposition. 
 
In summary, the ES will need to contain sufficient information on the archaeological potential and 
must include evidential information on the depth, extent and significance of the archaeological 
deposits which will be impacted by the development. The results will inform a fit for purpose 
mitigation strategy which will identify what measures are to be taken to minimise or adequately 
record the impact of the proposal on archaeological remains. 
 
The provision of sufficient baseline information to identify and assess the impact on known and 
potential heritage assets is required by Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2017 (Regulation 5 (2d)), National Planning Statement Policy EN1 (Section 5.8), and the 
National Planning Policy Framework. 
 
Denise Drury 
Senior Historic Environment Officer 
Heritage Lincolnshire 
15th May 2023 
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Site Boundary  Appendix 1  

 

  



Appendix 2 

Soil Management Plan 

1. The soil stripping, handling, storage and replacement operations should be undertaken in a 
manner that is consistent with suitable specification and methodology set out in a Soil 
Management Plan.  

2. All topsoil and subsoil material shall be stripped from areas affected by top soil storage bunds, 
subsoil storage bunds, general fill bunds, hard-standings and other constructions including 
temporary access roads and vehicle trafficking routes, and shall be stored separately in bunds 
from any imported material and shall be used for the restoration of the temporary soil storage 
site unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  

3. Soils should be stripped, stored and replaced in line with the MAFF Good Practice Guide for 
Handling Soils Sheets 1, 2, 3 and 4 - 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20090306103114/http:/www.defra.gov.uk/farm/e
nvironment/land-use/soilguid/index.htm  . 

4. Topsoil and subsoil storage bunds should be placed in approved locations and constructed to 
ensure secure storage without damage, loss or contamination.   

5. Topsoil and subsoil should be stored in bunds not exceeding 3m in height above adjacent 
existing ground level and shall be constructed and shaped by excavator only (dump trucks 
should not traffic across the bunds at any time). 

6. Imported general fill material should be stored in bunds not exceeding 4m in height above 
adjacent existing ground level. 

7. Bunds should be seeded to grass at the earliest opportunity and shall not be allowed to over-
winter without grass cover. 

8. No topsoil or subsoil should be sold or otherwise removed from the site. 
9. Within 3 months of their construction, the Developer should provide a detailed plan of soil 

storage bunds showing details of position, volume and soil type. The Developer shall be 
responsible for maintaining an up-to-date record of all soil storage and general fill bunds 
throughout the life of the site. 

10. The stripping, movement and re-spreading of topsoil and subsoil material should only be 
undertaken when the topsoil and subsoil material is in a dry and friable condition and the 
ground is sufficiently dry to allow the passage of heavy machinery and vehicles over it without 
damage to the soils. 

11. All injurious weeds, as defined by the Weeds Act 1959, growing within the working site should 
be eradicated or adequately controlled by approved method. 

12. All vegetation growing on soil storage bunds and peripheral areas within the site should be kept 
in tidy condition by cutting at least once during the growing season. 

13. The boundary of the development should be made stock proof for the duration of the 
temporary development. 

14. All temporary plant, machinery, buildings, fixed equipment, roads and areas of hard standing 
including site compounds should be removed. 

15. The natural subsoil base material should be comprehensively ripped to a minimum depth of 
500mm to break up surface compaction before any soil material is spread.  The developer 
should give the Planning Authority notice of an intention to carry out this operation. All large 
stones and boulders, wire rope and other foreign material arising should be removed.  Special 
attention should be given to areas of excessive compaction such as haul roads where deeper 
ripping may be necessary.  

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20090306103114/http:/www.defra.gov.uk/farm/environment/land-use/soilguid/index.htm
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20090306103114/http:/www.defra.gov.uk/farm/environment/land-use/soilguid/index.htm


16. The Developer should be responsible for providing all necessary training of operatives and site 
supervision by suitably qualified personnel to ensure that the soil replacement operation is 
carried out in the approved manner. 

17. Prior to the commencement of spreading soil, all stones, boulders or foreign objects likely to 
impede normal agricultural cultivations should be removed from that area. 

18. The soil material set aside for use in any agricultural restoration should be spread uniformly in 
the correct sequence (subsoil followed by topsoil) over the ripped base material, and should be 
rooted and scarified to full depth without causing mixing between different soil layers. The 
reinstated agricultural soil profile should be total 450mm thickness overlying prepared and free 
draining natural stony base material, and should consist of 250mm topsoil and 200mm subsoil 
derived from the soil stripping operation. This soil profile should meet the technical 
requirements of the identified Agricultural Land Classification Grade on restoration. 

19. All base material ripping, soil spreading and cultivation operations should be carried out in such 
a manner as to minimise compaction and achieve unimpeded drainage down through the soil 
profile.  

20. Any part of the site restored for agricultural purposes which is affected by localised settlement 
that adversely affects the agricultural after use should be re-graded including the re-
construction of the soil profile to approved specification. 

21. Following restoration of the soil materials, the land will be cultivated, seeded and managed 
appropriately for a minimum of a year and until agreed with the Local Planning Authority that 
the land meets satisfactory requirements. 
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Appendix 4 

Example Soil Types Locally 

0813g WALLASEA 2 

Detailed Description 

This association is extensive on reclaimed marine alluvium in the marshlands of Lincolnshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Norfolk, and is also present in Romney Marsh, the Essex marshes and in 
Holderness. The land is generally level but there are occasional ridges on the sites of former 
creeks. The soils are mainly Wallasea series, pelo-alluvial gley soils; Newchurch series, pelo-
calcareous alluvial gley soils; Blacktoft series, gleyic brown calcareous soils; and Wisbech 
series, calcareous alluvial gley soils. Wallasea and Newchurch soils are clayey with a greyish 
brown topsoil over greyish or grey and ochreous mottled subsurface horizons; Newchurch 
series is calcareous. Blacktoft soils are calcareous and fine silty with grey colours and 
mottling in the subsoil. Wisbech soils are also calcareous, but have greyish and mottled 
coarse silty horizons below the plough layer, often with sedimentary laminations. Wallasea 
series predominates and Newchurch, Blacktoft and Wisbech soils are common. Dymchurch, 
Snargate, Agney, Stockwith, Tanvats and Paglesham series also occur. 

Wallasea soils consistently constitute over half of the association, but the proportion of other 
soils varies widely throughout the country. Generally, Wisbech and Blacktoft series are found 
on or near former creeks (rodhams), with Wallasea and Newchurch soils in the intervening 
areas. The incidence of creek ridges, and so the proportion of coarser soils, increases 
seawards where Blacktoft soils cover a third of the land, except in Lincolnshire where the 
similar Agney series is more common. The proportion of the less common Wisbech soils also 
increases seawards. Inland towards high ground, clayey soils are predominant, Wallasea soils 
being most common in Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire, but in Norfolk, Newchurch and 
Wallasea soils are co-dominant. In places in Lincolnshire, Wallasea soils have developed from 
former Downholland soils from which topsoil organic matter has been lost by oxidation. 
Wisbech soils are rare in north Lincolnshire and non-calcareous soils, including Pepperthorpe 
and Tanvats series, become more common. Near Huttoft, where islands of Devensian till rise 
through the alluvium, some Holderness soils are included. Creek ridges are uncommon in 
Essex and Wisbech soils are rare. Calcareous fine silty Agney soils cover one sixth of the land 
and non-calcareous Tanvats and Paglesham soils also occur. Locally there are a few saline 
soils and, where leaching has occurred, subsoil structure has deteriorated causing silting of 
drains, waterlogging and reduced crop yields. 

As there are very few creek ridges near the Humber, Wallasea soils predominate over large 
areas, with Newchurch and rarer Dymchurch soils occurring randomly. Blacktoft soils are 
found round the edges of the delineations, and, less commonly, Burlingham soils are included 
where the association adjoins soils on Devensian till. It occurs in Humberside between Sunk 
Island and the Holderness till plain; in Cleveland along the tidal reaches of the Tees; and in 
Northumberland in two very small areas near Alnmouth Bay and Beadnell Bay. 

In the central part of Romney Marsh in Kent, the association corresponds to the land type with 
creek ridges on decalcified "Old" marshland. On creek ridges on either side of the Rhee Wall, 
non-calcareous coarse silty Snargate soils are dominant, with finer textured Tanvats soils, 
formerly part of the Finn series, towards their margins. Wallasea series is the main soil of the 



pool areas between the creek ridges with subsidiary Dymchurch and Pepperthorpe soils. In 
the west of the Marsh, calcareous Wisbech, Blacktoft and Agney soils are locally common and 
in the north-east where creek ridges are few and narrow, Wallasea, Pepperthorpe and 
Newchurch soils dominate, with Tanvats series as the main soil on creek ridges. 

Soil Water Regime 

Most of the land is pump-drained and the more permeable Blacktoft and Wisbech soils are 
well drained (Wetness Class I). Wallasea and Newchurch soils are less permeable but respond 
to underdrainage; drained soils are occasionally waterlogged (Wetness Class II) but undrained 
soils are waterlogged for long periods in winter (Wetness Class III or IV). Droughtiness 
assessments for selected crops are given in Table 38. Droughtiness slightly restricts the 
growth of arable crops in Wallasea and Newchurch soils. Wisbech soils have large available 
water reserves and are non-droughty whilst Blacktoft soils are intermediate in droughtiness. 
Grassland suffers from drought on all soils in south Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Essex but 
growth is less restricted in the higher rainfall area of north Lincolnshire. 

Cropping and Land Use 

With adequate underdrainage, Wallasea and Newchurch soils are moderately easy to work. 
There are adequate days for safe cultivation in autumn and spring, but in north Lincolnshire 
the moist climate reduces the opportunity for spring cultivation, particularly in wet years, and 
the soils are marginal for spring-sown crops. The land is generally used for winter cereals and 
ley grassland, but sugar beet, peas and field brassicas are grown in the drier districts. The use 
of heavy machinery often causes topsoil compaction and surface wetness on the heavier soils 
especially Wallasea series though they can be direct drilled very successfully if subsoiled 
periodically. Newchurch soils which are calcareous have a more stable structure. Wisbech 
and Blacktoft soils are less suitable for direct drilling because of the problems associated 
with this system on silty soils. 

 

Definition 

Major soil 
group: 

08 ground-water gley 
soils 

Seasonally waterlogged soils affected by a shallow fluctuating 
groundwater-table. They are developed mainly within or over 
permeable material and have prominently mottled or greyish 
coloured horizons within 40 cm depth Most occupy low-lying or 
depressional sites. 

Soil Group: 1 alluvial gley soils With distinct topsoil, in loamy or clayey recent alluvium more 
than 30 cm thick. 

Soil Subgroup: 3 pelo-alluvial gley 
soils (clayey with non-calcareous subsoil) 

Soil Series: 
 

clayey marine alluvium 
 

  



Brief Profile Description 

 

 

0712g RAGDALE 

Detailed Description 
The Ragdale association covers 1,297 km² and is extensive on chalky till in Lincolnshire, 
Leicestershire and Northamptonshire and also occurs locally in Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Warwickshire, Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire. It consists of clayey 
Ragdale series pelo-stagnogley soils, and Beccles series typical stagnogley soils, which 
together account for four-fifths of the land. The Ragdale and Beccles soils are developed in 
till which has a grey clayey matrix containing chalk stones, and some lenses of fine loamy 
material. Beccles soils have fine loamy upper horizons over clayey subsoils. Both series have 
mottled upper horizons and contain quartzite pebbles or flints. Chalk stones are usually found 
in the subsoil but are occasionally absent. Ashley, Hanslope and Faulkbourne soils also occur 
in places. In south Leicestershire, especially on the sides of valleys incised into the till plateau, 
some Salopand Flint soils occur where reddish till is close to the surface. Here there are small 
areas of Ashley soils where the till is covered by a thin layer of coarse loamy drift. In 

https://www.landis.org.uk/soilsguide/images/series_cropped/p_2270.png


Warwickshire the association is found east of Coventry and in small patches north of Stratford 
upon Avon, near Moreton-in-Marsh, Lighthorne and Bishop's Itchington. Here as also near 
Oakham and Melton Mowbray the association is composed almost entirely of Ragdale series 
with a few Hanslope and Faulkbourne soils but Beccles soils are absent. In general there are 
fewer Beccles soils in the Midlands than further east in Cambridgeshire and Norfolk. 

The association ranges from 8 m O.D. east of Lincoln to over 170 m O.D. in Northamptonshire. 
In Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire it occurs sporadically whereas in east Suffolk, 
Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire it covers large areas on wide, level and gently sloping 
plateaux. Beccles soils cover almost half of the land in parts of Lincolnshire. East of Lincoln, 
some of the Ragdale soils have reddish as well as greyish clay in the subsoil. Where the 
association is mapped in Moreton Vale, Ragdale soils make up about half of the land, the 
remainder being mainly Beccles and Ashley soils in roughly equal proportions. Hanslope 
series, a common associate elsewhere is absent. 

In north Buckinghamshire the association occurs on the southern limits of the chalky till 
usually as small patches capping interfluves. It is most extensive on land near Buckingham 
and west and north of Leighton Buzzard. Here, Ragdale soils cover three-quarters of the land, 
the remainder consisting of Beccles and Ashley soils. Hanslope soils are usually confined to 
convex slopes where the calcareous till is near the surface. 

 

Soil Water Regime 
The dense, clayey slowly permeable subsoils restrict vertical water movement so Ragdale, 
Beccles and Faulkbourne soils- are seasonally waterlogged (Wetness Class III and IV) their 
water regimes varying with climate and the efficiency of drainage measures. Hanslope and 
Ashley soils are less frequently waterlogged (Wetness Class II and III). There is rapid run-off 
of surplus rainfall during winter. 

Cropping and Land Use 
The soils are difficult to cultivate because of their slowly permeable clayey and fine loamy 
horizons. Spring cultivations are particularly hazardous, especially on the Ragdale series, 
because of wetness. This restricts arable cropping largely to winter cereals with oilseed rape 
as a break crop. Although some sugar beet and potatoes are grown there are harvesting 
difficulties in wet years. When cultivations are carried out under wet conditions, the resulting 
structural damage reduces the already low porosity and causes prolonged waterlogging, often 
above the soil surface, and the death or retardation of seedlings due to lack of soil oxygen. 
Ragdale and Beccles soils may be direct drilled but rarely in spring because of wetness. 
Because of the compaction which occurs under continuous arable cropping, particularly after 
harvesting and cultivations in wet conditions, the Ragdale association benefits from periods 
under a grass ley to restore soil structure. Even then trafficability is low and poaching risk high 
on grassland. The component soils are classed as moderately droughty for grass because of 
their high clay content and low porosity, which restricts the available water capacity. Hanslope 
soils have similar profile available water values to the Ragdale series. There are scattered 
remnants of formerly extensive deciduous woodland. 

  



 

Definition 

Major soil 
group: 

07 surface-water gley 
soils 

Seasonally waterlogged slowly permeable soils, formed above 3 
m 0.D. and prominently mottled above 40 cm depth. They have 
no relatively permeable material starting within and extending 
below 1 m of the surface. 

Soil Group: 1 stagnogley soils With a distinct topsoil. They are found mainly in lowland Britain. 
Soil Subgroup: 2 pelo-stagnogley soils (clayey) 
Soil Series: 

 
clayey chalky drift 
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Conditions during construction 



  

 

 

 

Mid construction 

 

Conditions as construction proceeds 

 

 

 

 

 

Commencement 

Near completion 

 



Examples of Localised Drainage Issues/ No Grass Under Panels 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Condition Mid construction 

 

Main Site Entrance  

 

 

 

 

 

Condition Pre-commencement 

Post completion and establishment 
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South Lincolnshire 
Reservoir Working 
Partnership 

Stakeholder engagement group established for the final stage of site 
selection and ongoing engagement, which includes the South 
Lincolnshire Water Partnership, local planning authorities and 
statutory stakeholders. 
 

South Lincolnshire 
Water Partnership 

Existing stakeholder group consisting of local stakeholders. This 
group informed the approach taken for site selection and contributed 
to the findings and outcomes of the earlier site selection stages. 
 

WFD Water Framework Directive. European Directive (2000/60/EC) 
transposed into English and Welsh law through The Water 
Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2017, to protect from deterioration of waterbodies. 
Requires assessment of effects on WFD waterbodies. 
 

WRE Water Resources East. One of five regional water resource groups 
(made up of different interested organisations, including water 
companies for that region) responsible for development of regional 
plans aligned with the National Framework for Water Resources. 
 

Water Resource 
Management Plan 

Developed by the respective water company, this sets out what 
action they will take and the investment that will be needed to meet 
the requirements set out in the regional plan.  
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